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Isaiah 64:1-9 – “Come down” 

 

1. The Terrifying Absence 

 

There are times in life where you are absolutely terrified. 

The presence of someone or something that’s absolutely chilling. 

 

But there are times in life when there is a terrifying absence, a terrifying lack of presence. 

The absence of life is terrifying… 

 

For Israel, during Isaiah’s time, there was an even greater absence, an even greater silence. 

For God’s own people, were facing the absence of God himself,  

They were facing their nightmare beyond all nightmares – silence from Yahweh, their God. 
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2. The Present Request – “Come down” (vv. 1-2) 

 

In fact, in their desperation, Israel cry out to God - << vv. 1-2 >> 

 

Israel cries out to God, the cry of a desperate people. 

In the preceding verses from Chapter 63 – we learn of the reason for their desperation. 

The sanctuary has been desecrated, the very place where God met with his people – gone! 

And Israel have become no better than the nations around them. 

 

Israel’s cry looks back over recent events and asks God – “O, that you would have come down!” 

And the repetition of the desperate imprecation – “Come Down!” – v. 1 and v. 3, 

 Stands at the heart of the word “advent”. 

 For “advent” derives from the latin “adventus”, which simply means “coming” 

But this is not your average Advent celebration, 

 This is not your celebratory let’s have a party for the light has dawned. 

 

No. This request comes from the situation of utter darkness. 

This request comes from the position of total desperation. 

Requesting the heavens to be ripped apart, and for the mountains to shake, 

 Is not the peaceful image of a cute little white Anglo Saxon baby lying in a fluffy cradle. 

 

No. Israel are calling for the very face of Yahweh to be shown in such a way 

 That even the very heavens themselves would be broken in two, 

 That even the most immovable geological structure – the mountains would tremble. 

 

Israel is calling upon God – Come down, in such an overwhelming display of power that even the 

mountains quake, that the heavens themselves are ripped open.  
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3. The Past Precedent – “You came down” (v. 3) 

 

Whilst this ‘advent’ might seems absolutely crazy to us, there is precedent is Israel’s past. << v. 3 >> 

 

God came down to Mount Sinai – and it was frightening! 

Exodus Chapter 19 recalls the events – on the third day, God come down onto Mount Sinai. 

None of the people were allowed to stand on the mountain – only Moses and Aaron. 

And if the people broke through to come up to the Yahweh,  

then Yahweh would break out against them. (Ex 19:24) 

 

The past precedent, the Exodus event, 

 Gives hope to the Israelites in their current situation. 

 Back then, back when Moses lead the people out of Egypt, 

 The events of Mount Sinai were totally unexpected. 

 Israel had no idea that God would speak to Moses on the Mount. 

 Israel had no idea that God would define the relationship between Israel and him. 

 Israel had no idea that the 10 commandments would shape the spiritual DNA of Israel. 

 

But in the present, in the time of Isaiah, 

 Israel did know that God could do it. 

 Israel did know that God could shake mountains, and come down. 

 

And so the question for Israel was not if God had the ability to come down, 

 The question was not is this in the realms of possibility for Yahweh, 

 

Rather, the question was – what is the reason for Yahweh holding back? 

 What is the cause of the Yahweh’s not coming down? 
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4. The Present Reality – “We transgressed, and you hid yourself” (vv. 4-7) 

 

And sadly, the present reality for Israel reveals the reason. << vv. 4-7 >> 

 

The problem is not with God, but with Israel. 

And the emphasis is not on causality, but historical reality. 

The sentence literally reads – “behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

 In our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?” (ESV) 

It is not stressing that because God somehow hid himself, then Israel then went on the sin warpath. 

Rather, the point is that God was angry with the ongoing flagrant sin of Israel, 

And that Israel, even knowing that it would anger God, kept on deliberately disobeying God. 

 

Even when God had ‘hid’ himself, on Mount Sinai, talking with Moses, 

Even then, what happened – Israel committed one of the most idolatrous acts in their history. 

For even when God was ‘hidden’ – that is precisely when Israel chucked gold into a fire, 

 And hey, presto – out popped a Golden calf to worship… 

 

And so, in Isaiah’s time, the sinful state of Israel is universal. 

 v. 6 – “we have all become like one unclean” 

  - “all our righteous deeds are like filthy cloth” << nice translation >> 

 v. 7 – “No one calls on your name” 

 

So Israel has been delivered into their own iniquity. 

And so, one of the most devastating judgments that God delivers comes true again. 

 God gives people what they want. 

 Israel wants a life apart from God, and so they have it. 

 Adam and Eve wanted a life determining their own morality, and they got it. 

 Israel wanted to be like the other nations, and to have a king over them, 

  So they got King Saul, who would rule over them like a tyrant. 
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5. The  Present Request – “Do not remember forever” (vv. 8-9) 

 

There is only one avenue of recourse available. 

There is only one path that could lead to salvation. << vv. 8-9>> 

 

The whole course of Israel’s history turns on the phrase – “yet, O LORD”. 

“Yet, O LORD” – You are the potter and you can restore the broken shards of clay. 

“Yet, O LORD” – You are the maker and you can redeem the people that he has created. 

“Yet, Yahweh”, you are the personal God of Israel and you can turn his just anger aside. 

 

Isaiah throws himself and Israel upon the mercy of God. 

 

And the great news is that we know today, Isaiah’s prayer was answered. 

We know today, that God would act in the most surprising way. 
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6. Our Past Precedent & Our Present Request (John 1:4-5, Revelation 22:20) 

 

For today we celebrate the Advent of Christ. 

We celebrate the ‘coming down’ of God’s own Son into this world. 

And in that Advent of Christ – God came down. 

God answered the plea of Isaiah – “O that you would come down” 

God answered the cry – “Come down, rip the heavens open, shake the mountains” 

 

God came down to earth, as the apostle John would write. << John 1:4-5>> 

 

The light shines! Shines into the darkness of Israel, in their continual rebellion against God. 

The light shines! Into the darkness of our own fallen, and broken lives. 

 

The light shines, and we know that the darkness does not overcome it. 

Because Jesus came into the world, not simply as a perpetual baby remembered once a year. 

Because Jesus came into the world, in order to be betrayed, denied, flogged and crucified, 

 Because in the resurrection of Jesus, death itself was conquered. 

 

The cataclysmic events at Jesus’ death – darkness upon the land, the earth shook,  

the temple curtain tearing in two – point to the advent of Christ 

That God came down to us in human flesh, 

That God came down to die in our place 

That God came down to intercede for us. 

 

And because of that first coming of the Christ, 

We look forward to the second coming of the Christ, 

We look forward to the final event when we will see Jesus face to face. 

Just as Israel looked back to Mount Sinai, and knew that God came down, 

So we look back to the cross, and we know that God came down, in his own Son. 

And therefore, we look forward, we long with great expectation, 

As John writes in Revelation - << Revelation 22:20>> 

 

So today, we look back on the first advent of Christ, and we rejoice! 

And we look forward to the second advent of Christ, and we wait, we long with great expectation. 

 

Let’s pray. 


